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THE BRENT FAMILY. 
Compiled by W. B. Chilton, Washington, D. C. 
(continued) 
Court and Testamentary Business, 1648. 
19 June. Edward Claxton sayth uppon his oath, th't Edw: Hudson 
did shoot a fayre Sow of Mr. Brent's uppon the Land of the s'd Mr. 
Brent in the Isle of Kent, about 3 weeks agoe, and th't upon the report 
of the gun, he this Dep't came up to him, & saw the s'd Hudson, sett 
his dog uppon the s'd Sow. And afterwards see him cutt the throate of 
the sow. And then Mr. Brent's folks comming in uppon the report of 
the gun and the cry of the sow, the s'd Hudson hid the sow in the marsh. 
And this Dep't went home w'lh Hudson to Tho: Munday's howse, 
where the s'd Dep't heard the s'd Hudson tell the s'd Munday th't he 
had killed a sow, & th't Mr. Brent's folke come to him, & inquyred & 
sought, what he had killed: But for any thing he knew, the sow was 
not found. And next morning afore day the s'd Munday spoke to this 
Dep't to fetch the s'd sow home, to the s'd Munday's howse, who went 
not; But Hudson went, & came home 8r sayd the sow was there. And 
the next night the said Dep't and Hudson brought the s'd sow to a 
branch of a Creeke neare Brownes, where the fores'd Munday & Jno. 
Goneere, had appointed to meete them, to help to bring the Sow home. 
Munday came not but Jno. Goneere came, & carryed one half of the 
s'd Sow, to the s'd Munday's howse, where the s'd Munday dressed it, 
& his wife held the light. And further his Dep't sayth th't when the 
s'd Hudson told the s'd Munday he had killed this Sow: He added 
th't hee wished hee had beene sick in his bed, when hee did it. And 
further he sayth not. 

sig. 

Edward Claxston. 
Jurat, cora Gou'r. 

The following extract from the Mercer Land Book, published in the 
William and Mary College Quarterly, January, 1905, shows that Giles 
Brent died in 1671, and that he made a will which was proved in the 
same year: 
"Marlborough in Potomac Neck — 

Col. Giles Brent, land granted him by patent, 26 Nov. 1654; part 
of land granted him by patent 20th Aug., 1651, which said patent the sd 
Giles Brent after the restoration of King Charles the second, procured to 
be renewed in his said Majesty's name by patent bearing date 20th Novem- 
ber 1662. And the said Giles Brent dying in the year 1671, and having by 
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his will beaiing date the last day of August and duly proved and recorded 
the 15th February in the same year (O. S.) devised to his son and heir.Giles 
Brent, etc. all of his lands, rights unto Lands, and reversion and Rever- 
sions of Lands any way due to him in either England, Virginia or Mary- 
land and for want of such heirs then to his own right heirs, etc., to the 
right heirs of his honored Father, Richard Brent Esqr., deceased, an- 
ciently Lord of the Manor of Admington and Larkstoke in the County 
of Gloucestershire in England. By virtue of which devise the sd. Giles 
Brent, the son and his Issue has severally been seised of the sd. Neck of 
Land as tenants in Tail until the sd. William Brent, party to these pres- 
ents to whom the same descended," &c. 

From papers in the possession of the Virginia Historical Society it 
appears that one John Brook or Brock patented 300 acres of land in York 
County in 1637, and that by several conveyances this land had come to 
Mr. Jeremiah Harrison of York County, who by his will devised it to his 
wife Frances, who afterwards married Capt. Giles Brent, "lately de- 
ceased," and that by a conveyance from the said Frances before mar- 
riage the land was vested in the said Giles Brent. The petitioners stated 
that as the first patentee John Brock was an alien he could convey no 
title and so the land should escheat, and they asked the Governor to 
issue an order that the question of escheat should be tried. They stated 
that they did not wish to prejudice any ones title and accordingly had 
purchased the right of Giles Brent, Jr., son and heir of the said Capt. 
Brent on Nov. 20, 1674. Governor Berkely ordered the case to be tried 
which was done on Jan. 9th, 1674. 

From one of the land grants it appears that Giles Brent and Frances 
(his second wife) had no issue. 

In 1654 Mrs. Frances Harrison widow patented 1000 acres in West- 
moreland Co., Va. * * * About the same time John Harrison pat- 
ented 1000 acres in Westmoreland, which he leaves failing heirs to his 
sister Mrs. Frances Harrison, and failing her heirs to Giles Brent ot 
"Peace "in Westmoreland Co., Va. (All this from the Virginia land 
books.) According to Burke's " Landed Gentry " Frances Harrison above 
mentioned, was sister of Thomas Whitgreaves of Moseley in Stafford 
County, England, who saved the life of Charles II after the battle of 
Worcester in 1651. ( William and Mary College Quarterly, Vol. Ill, No. 
11, July, 1903. 

The Will of Giles Brent. 

In the Name of God Amen. I Giles Brent of the Retirement in Staf- 
ford County in Virginia Esquire contemplating the uncertainty of my 
time of death do ordain this my last Will and Testament in manner and 
form following my body to the earth and my Soul I bequeath to the 
mercy of my Savior Christ all my wordly estate I appoint to my Exec- 
utors to be disposed of as followeth to my daughter Mary Fitzherbert 
I give five ewes and a ram to my son and heir Giles Brent and to the 
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heirs of his body lawfully begotten I give for ever all my lands rights 
unto lands and reversions of lands any ways due to me in either England 
Virginia or Maryland and for want of such heirs then unto mine own 
right heirs and for want of such then to the right heirs of my Honored 
Father Richard Brent, Esquire, deceased Antiently Lord of the Mannors 
of Admington and l^ark Stoke in the County of Gloucestershire in Eng- 
land alter my debts paid I give all my goods moveable or immoveable 
whatsoever to be disoosed of as followeth three thousand pounds of 
good tobacco with cask to be given by them my Executors unto pious 
use where and to whom they shall see fitt for which doing and how and 
to whom given I Will that to none else but God they shall be accountable. 
I also Will that to Mr. Edward Sanders they give four ewes and a ram 
and to John Howard four ewes and a ram. Executors of this my 
last Will and Testament I appoint my son Giles Brent and my Bro- 
ther Richard Brent and my Brother William Brent both in Eng- 
land and as Attorneys in their Executorship untill my said Brothers 
shall otherwise order and I do appoint Mr. Edward Sanders and John 
Howard above mentioned both of Stafford County to be and to act and it 
is my Will that after my debts and my Legacies paid my said Executors 
stand possessed of all my goods and personal estate to the sole use of 
my son Giles Brent then to be delivered into his sole dispose when it 
shall please God that he hath arrived to the age of one and twenty years. 
In witness unto this my within written last Will and Testament I have 
hereunto set my hand and seal this last day of August, Anno Domini, 
167 1. 

The Will of Margaret Brent. 

In The name of God Amen. I Margaret Brent of Peace in the County 
of Westmoreland in Virginia considering the casualtys of human life 
do therefore make this my last Will and Testament as followeth my soul 
I do bequeath to the mercies of my Savior Jesus Christ and my worldly 
estate to be disposed of by my Executors as followeth to my nephew 
George Brent I give all my rights to take up land in Maryland except 
those already assigned to my cousin James Clifton to my neice Clifton I 
give a cow and to my neece Elizabeth Brent I give a heifer ; to Ann 
Vandan I give a cow calf; to my neece Mary Brent daughter of my 
Brother Giles Brent I give all my silver spoons which are six; to my 
nephew Richard Brent son of my brother Giles Brent I give my patent 
of lands at the Falls of Rappahanock River also my lease of Kent Fort 
Mannor in Maryland saving yet power to his Father my brother Giles 
Brent that if he shall like to do so he may sell said lease and satisfye to 
his son other where as he shall think At in lands goods or money and in 
case of my said nephew Richard Brents death under age and without 
heirs of his body lawfully begotten his legacy thereto to go to his bro- 
ther Giles Brent or his sister Mary Brent or to the heirs of my brother 
Giles Brent or otherwise as my said brother shall dispose it by his Deed 
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or last Will to my brother Giles Brent and to his heirs forever I give all 
my lands goods and chatties and all my estate real and personal and all 
that is or may be due to me in England Virginia Maryland or elsewhere 
still excepting the before disposed of in this my last will and Testament 
and I do appoint him my said Brother Giles Brent and his children Giles 
Brent Mary Brent and Richard Brent or such of them as are living at 
the time of my death the Executors of this my last Will and Testament. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 26th 
day of December, Anno Domini, 1663. 

Giles Brent, son of Lieutenant Governor Giles Brent and his wife 
Mary, was born in Virginia about 1652 and died in Middlesex county 
Sept. 2, 1679. He married Mary, the daughter of George Brent and 
Marianna Peyton and sister of George Brent of Woodstock. 

He received a commission from Nathaniel Bacon and accompanied 
him during his first expedition against the Indians, but upon Bacon be- 
ing declared a traitor by Governor Berkeley raised a force of men to 
oppose him. His men deserted him, however, before any actual con- 
flict took place and the expedition resulted in failure. 

This Capt. [or Colonel] Brent is alluded to in a paper called "Our 
late Troubles in Virginia written in 1676 by Mrs. Ann Cotton of Q 
Creeke." 

"Which Flagrant and Flagitious Act performed, he (Bacon) draws his 
men out of town and marcheth them over York River, at TindelPs 
Point, to find out Colonel Brent, who was advancing fast upon him 
from Potomack at the head of 1200 men, (as he was informed) with a 
design to raise Bacon's siege, from before the towne, or other ways to 
fight him, as he saw cause." 

In a narative of the Indian and Civil Wars in Virginia in the years 
1675 & 1676, Col. Brent is again mentioned "While he (Bacon) was sed- 
ulously contriving this affaire, one Capt. Potter arrives in post haste 
from Rappahannock, with news that Coll Brent was advancing fast 
upon him (with a resolution to fight him) at the head of 1000 men, what 
horses what foot, if he durst slay the commencement." 

His men being ready and eager to fight the account goes on to state 
that: "Bacon had not marched above 2 or 3 days journey (and those 
but short ones too, as being loth to tire his labourers before they came 
to their worke) but he meets news in post hast, that Brent's men (not 
shoulders) were all running away, and left him to shift for himself— For 
they having heard that Bacon had beat the Governor out of the towne, 
they began to be afeard (if they should come within his reach) that he 
might beat them out of their lives, and so resolved not to come nere him." 
Colonel Brent "was mightily astonished at the departure of his followers, 
saying that they had forsaken the stoutest man and ruined the fairest 
estate in Virginia ; which was by their cowardize or disaffection ex- 
posed to the mercy of the Baconians. But they being (as they thought) 
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more obliged to looke after their own concerns and lives, than to take 
notice either of his vallour or estate, or of their own credits, were not 
be rought upon by anything he could do or say, contrary to their own 
fancies." 

"This business of Brent's having (like the hoggs the devil sheared) 
produced more noyse than wool Bacon according to summons meets 
the Gloster men at the Court House." 



Deed from Giles Brent, son of Lieutenant Governor Giles 
Brent, to George Brent of Woodstock. 

Know all men by these presents that I Giles Brent of Retirement 
in ye County of Stafford, Gent., for several Good Causes and Consider- 
ations me thereunto moving but more especially in Compliance with an 
obligation bearing date 28th of September 1671 wherein my Honoured 
Father Giles Brent since deceased and my Self Stand Justly bound to 
George Brent of Woodstock in the County aforesd. Gent, for a Valua- 
ble Consideration then received that I the Sd. Giles Brent Should make 
this Sale of Land herein Specified to him the Sd. George Brent when it 
should please God that I should arrive at the age of one & twenty years 
& being arrived art the aforesaid age Now Know Yee that I the afore- 
said Giles Brent do bargain & sell to the aforesaid George Brent four 
hundred acres of Land Lying and being on the freshes of Potomac River 
in ye County aforesaid it being part of a greater dividend Containing 
Eighteen Hundred Acres Commonly Called and Known by the name ot 
Puscattaway Neck, this sd. five hundred acres being the Northernmost 
part of the sd dividend bounded according to the bounds of the pattent 
by a parcell of Sunken Land & its other Courses as the pattent shall 
direct which said Land I the said Giles do from my Self my heirs Exec- 
utors and Administrators Convey all my Rights tifle & Interest thereof 
to ye aforesaid George Brent his heirs & Assigns for Ever. 

Secureing the same to him and them from any Claim that shall arise 
from by or under me the said five hundred acres together with all rights 
Immunities & privileges as Largely as on ye pattent is granted to me or 
of right do belong to me by law Custom Immunitie Instruction or other- 
wise as due share thereof according as the said five hundred acres stands 
in proportion with the said eighteen hundred I do as aforesaid convey, 
to the said George his heirs & assigns for ever. I do engage to acknowl- 
edge the Conveyance I have here made to him whenever Required in 
the Court of Stafford & further that if itt shall be found herein any Errors 
by false Othographie or otherwise I do hereby engage not to take ad- 
vantage thereon this Writing being to all Intents & purposes to transfer 
all my Rights of the Said five hundred acres to the said George as afore- 
said. IN WITNESS whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and Seal 
this 5U1 of Aprill Anno 1673 & in the four & twentieth year of the Reign 
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of our Sovereign Charles ye second by the Grace of God of England 
Scotland France & Ireland King defender of the faith, 

(sd) Giles Brent [Seal]. 
Signed Sealed & delivered in presence of us, 
Jno. Ecleston, Jno. Foulfham his 4 mark. 

This sale of land was made by Mr. Edward- Sanders Attorney of the 
said Mr. Giles Brent acknowledged to the said George Brent in Stafd. 
Court ye 9th of July 1673 and there Recorded. 

Copia Vera Test 

(sd) Geo. Mason C. S. C. 



October Term 1737. 
William Brent's Lessee Against Benjamin Tasker. 

Ejectment of a Tract of Land lying in the Isle of Kent in Queen 
Anne's County. 

It appears from the special verdict found in the case, that the land in 
question was, on the 7th Sept., 1640, patented to Giles Brent, and 
from him descended to his son and heir Giles Brent who was during 
all the time of his life, an inhabitant and resident in the Colony 
of Virginia. That after his death the land descended to bis son and 
heir Giles Brent, who always afterward was an inhabitant and resident in 
the same Colony, and there at about the age of 30 years, died intestate 
and without issue, whereby the land descended to his heir-at-law, 
William Brent, an infant of the age of 16 years, who then was and con- 
tinued to be an inhabitant and resident in the said Colony of Virginia 
until he attained the age of 25 years, when he departed from thence and 
went to Great Britain, where he died intestate and without issue born, 
leaving his wife privily with child of William Brent, the lessor of the 
plaintiff, who was born three months after the death of his father, to-wit 
on the 6th March 1709. That the same William, from the time of his 
birth, has always been an inhabitant and resident of the Kingdom of 
Great Britain and the Colony of Virginia. 

Judg't for Plff. Deft finally appealed to the King in Council. 



In September, 1744, the Virginia Assembly passed an Act authorizing 
Peter Hedgman, Executor of the younger William Brent, to pay out of the 
rents and profits of his estate ^"300 sterling and interest which had been 
borrowed by the said Wm. Brent to prosecute an appeal before the 
Privy Council of England (which had been decided in his favor) for a 
large parcel of land in the Province* of Maryland. 

Virginia Historical Magazine, II, p. 70. 

William Brent, late of Virginia but in the Parish of St. James, Clark- 

*Only such cases could be appealed to the King in Council as involved a sum of 
£300 or more. 
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enwell, Middlesex, deceased Administration 3 February 1707-10 to his 
relict Sara Brent. Note relative to Wm, Brent states that his widow 
married Rev. Alexander Scott of Stafford County. 

Inscription on stone slab marking the tomb of Mrs. Sarah Scott, wife of 
Rev. Alexander Scott of Overwharton Parish, Stafford County. She 
was the widow of William Brent The tomb is on the Scott estate " Dip- 
pie," about two miles from Richland. 

Here lyeth the Body of Sarah the wife of the Rev'd Alexr Scott, A. 
M., Minister of Overwharton Parish, and Formerly Wife and Widow of 
William Brent of Richland, Gent. She exchanged this Life for a Better 
about the 41st year of her age on Monday at one o'clock of October 29, 

1733- * * * 
Phoh. Moritur * * * tegitur mea Sara Sepulta labe* * » *, 
Her maiden name was Sarah Gibbons. Her first husband William 

Brent was the son of Giles Brent (son of Lieutenant Governor Giles 

Brent) and his wife Mary, who was the sister of the first George Brent of 

Woodstock. 



Between 1840 and 1S50 the Richland estates passed from William Brent 
Junior to the Fitzhughs and afterwards from the Fitzhughs to the Lees. 
The house with a thousand acres of the original land was sold some 
years ago by General Fitzhugh Lee to Mr. Alfred J. Pyke, an English 
gentleman, the present owner, who has improved the house and added 
a private chapel. 

The original house was burned by the British fleet under Lord Dun- 
more during the Revolution. It has been several times rebuilt, and the 
present house which stands on the same site as the older ones is a com- 
fortable modern structure. It is quite near the Potomac River, and about 
a quarter of a mile from Widewater station on the Richmond and Fred- 
ericksburg Railroad. There is a tradition in the neighborhood that 
Martin Van Buren, in a coach drawn by four white horses with footmen 
in livery, once drove up to the Richland house to pay his addresses to its 
fair mistress, a member of the Fitzhugh family. The lady it is said de- 
clined to receive him, and he drove off in his magnificent equipage 
never to return. 

The Woodstock place, sold by Robert Carroll Brent, son of George 
Brent about 183?, is now owned by Mr. Robert Ford. The present house 
is not a very old one. It stands upon a high hill about a mile from Aquia 
Creek. The original house was much nearer the creek, on low ground- 
in a field adjoining the old Aquia burying ground, and about three quar- 
ters of a mile from the site of the now entirely extinct town of Aquia. 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 

- — . ! 

•From "Hayden's Virginia Genealogies." 



